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Feed ~ Desirable Ration 
For efficient production and large, quality eggs, keep a 
good laying mash, oyster shell, grit, and water before 
the hens at all times. Provide one foot of mash hopper 
space for every five birds. 
Feed scratch grain once or twice a day in a hopper or 
in clean litter. 
Feed milk in some form. It is the most effective feed to 
maintain egg size. 
Feeds determine yolk color. A void free grass range. It 
causes uneven yolk color to which consumers object. 
Garbage or strong-flavored feeds give eggs a tainted 
flavor. 
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Help Keep Eggs Clean 
Always keep plenty of clean litter such as straw, shav-
ings, and sawdust on the laying:..house floor. On dirt 
floors use a thick layer of screened gravel. 
Provide one deep nest for every four or five hens. Al-
ways keep straw, shavings, excelsior, or sawdust in the 
nests. Place nests as far as possible from drinking foun-
tains and exit doors. 
Clean the dropping-board daily or cover it with 1 ½-
or 2-inch mesh Hi-gauge poultry netting. 
Keep hens confined to the laying house, at least until 
afternoon and especially in wet weather. Three-fourths 
of the eggs are usually laid by one o'clock. 
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Produce Infertile Eggs 
Remove breeding males from the flock after hatching 
season and keep the young cockerels separated from pul-
lets and hens. 
Mature males will eat approximately 90 pounds of 
feed a year. 
Roosters do not increase egg production. 
Breed for Large, Uniform Eggs 
Egg size depends largely upon breeding. 
Set eggs or buy chicks from stock bred to lay large 
eggs-at least 2 ounces. 
Eggs from year-old hens will be 9 percent larger 
than from hens in their first laying year. 
Feed pullets a good ration so they will be large when 
laying begins. The larger the pullets, the larger the 
eggs. 
Hens lay smaller eggs during hot weather. A straw 
loft or other means to keep the laying house cooler 
will bring larger eggs. 
Shell color is inherited. Select white hatching eggs for 
white-egg breeds and uniformly colored brown hatch-
ing eggs for brown-egg breeds. 
This circular has been made possible through the courtesy of the 
Extension Department, University of Minnesota. The original 
cuts and subject matter were prepared for Minnesota Folder 
No. 80. 
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Maintain the Original Quality 
Gather eggs three times a day-about 9:30, 12:30, and 
in the late afternoon. 
Keeps eggs from getting dirty. 
Prevents long exposure to the heat of hens on the 
nest. 
Confine broody hens to coops. Eggs left under a hen 
for 8 hours are 3 days old in quality wh en ~athered. 
Permit eggs to cool before placing tnc:ul in the case. 
Putting them in the case at once is equal to partial in-
cubation. 
Use wire or reed baskets for gathering eggs and 
have enough baskets so that the eggs may remain 
in them until the body heat is gone. 
A Missouri experiment shows that it takes twice as 
long for eggs to cool in galvanized buckets and four 
times as long in cases as it does in wire baskets. 
Hold eggs at lower temperatures. 
Development in fertile eggs begins at 68° F. 
The Missouri experiments show that eggs will de-
terioriate as rapidly in 3 days at 99° F. as they will 
in 23 days at 61 ° F. or in 65 days at 45° F. 
Maintain a high moisture supply in the place where 
eggs are kept (about 90 percent relative humidity). 
A high humidity prevents evaporation of egg con-
tents thus keeping air cells smaller. Buyers judge 
the quality of eggs by air cell size. 
Sprinkle water on sand scattered on the storage 
room floor. 
Hang damp burlap bags in storage room. Evapora-
tion cools as well as humidifies. 
Keep eggs in a base~ent, a specially prepared cellar, or 
an egg cooler. 
Partition off one corner of the basement or cellar as 
the humidity of a full basement cannot be main-
tained in dry, hot weather. Put 4 or 5 inches of sand 
on the Boor and wet down daily. Set egg cases on a 
frame a few inches above the sand. 
If necessary, an inexpensive egg cooler can be con-
structed. 
Keep eggs away from objectionable odors-onions, de-
caying potatoes, fruit, kerosene, coal, oil, etc. 
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Sell Clean Eggs 
Small dirt spots should be removed with steel wool, 
emery cloth or fine sandpaper placed over a sheepskin 
shoe brush. 
Eggs are soiled by dirty feet, nests, fillers and flats, 
filthy litter and broken eggs. Provide one nest for 
every five hens. 
Don't wash eggs in ordinary water, vinegar or soap 
water. 
Eggs deteriorate more rapidly after washing. Shells 
become shiny and bacteria may enter tp.e pores of 
the shell. Washed eggs are poor storage eggs. 
Clean dirty eggs with a one percent lye solution. 
Two level teaspoons of concentrated lye per gallon 
of water is sufficient for 15 dozen dirty eggs. Wear 
rubber gloves to protect hands. 
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Pack and Market Eggs with Care 
Pack white and brown eggs separately. Some markets 
prefer white eggs, others prefer brown. 
Place eggs in the case with large ends up. Both shells 
and air cells are less likely to break in transit. 
Pack eggs in cases as soon as cooled and avoid exposing 
them to the air. 
To avoid evaporation and large air cell develop-
ment, place flats in the case and put the top on as 
soon as the eggs are put in. 
All cases, fillers, and flats should be kept in a cool 
place before using. 
Cases, flats, and fillers should be clean and not too 
dry to prevent excessive moisture absorption from 
the eggs. Before using, packing materials should be 
kept for a day or so where the eggs are stored. If 
the flats, cases, and fillers are water soaked, eggs 
may mold. 
Newspapers and excelsior are poor packing ma-
terials. 
Deliver eggs at least twice a week. 
Eggs must be delivered often so that they will reach 
consumers in distant markets in good condition. 
Older eggs are less likely to be in good condition. If 
necessary, market eggs in half-case lots or less. 
Protect eggs against sun and rain while marketing 
them. 
In hot weather, place moist burlap bags over the 
cases. 
Handle eggs carefully in gathering, casing, and mar-
keting. 
Cracked eggs and broken air cells mean lower pric-
es. A void excessive jarring and vibration. 
Don't pack oversized and weak shelled eggs m 
cases. There is too much danger of breakage. 
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